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rounding direction between the front and rear waist re- 
gions 20, 22 defined by connecting the front and rear 
waist regions 20, 22 to each other along the respective 
side edge portions 6a, 6b. Thereupon, a waist-opening 
7 and a pair of leg-openings 8 are also defined. 
[0014] Along front and rear peripheral edge portions 
9a, 9b of the waist-opening 7 defined by the front and 
rear waist regions 20, 22 respectively, elastic members 
11 each comprising a plurality of elastic elements and 
stretchable in the waist-surrounding direction are dis- 
posed between the top- and backsheets 2, 3 and bond- 
ed under tension to the inner surfaces of these sheets 
2,3. 

[0015] Along peripheral edge portions 10 of the leg- 
openings 8, elastic members 12 each comprising a plu- 
rality of elastic elements and stretchable in the thigh- 
surrounding direction are disposed between the top- 
and backsheets 2, 3 and bonded under tension to the 
inner surfaces of these sheets 2, 3. 
[0016] Elastic members 12 associated with the leg- 
open ings comprise a first elastic member 1 2a and a sec- 
ond elastic member 12b associated with the respective 
leg-openings. These first and second elastic members 
12a, 12b have central sections 12a.,, 12^ extending 
across the crotch region 21 in the transverse direction 
and end sections 12a 2 , 12b 2 extending along the pe- 
ripheral edge portions 1 0 of the associated leg-openings 
8. The end sections 1 2a 2 of the first elastic member 1 2a 
extend along substantially front half of the peripheral 
edge portions 10 of the associated leg-openings 8 and 
the second elastic member 12b extend along substan- 
tially rear half of the peripheral edge portions 10 of the 
associated leg-openings 8. 

[0017] Between the elastic members 11 associated 
with the waist-opening and the elastic members 12 as- 
sociated with the leg-openings, a plurality of auxiliary 
elastic members 1 3 stretchable in the waist-surrounding 
direction are disposed between the top- and backsheets 
2, 3 and bonded under tension to the inner surfaces of 
the sheets 2, 3. Fig. 1 shows a state in which a plurality 
of gathers are formed along the front and rear peripheral 
edge portions 9a, 9b of the waist-opening 7, the periph- 
eral edge portions 10 of the respective leg-openings 8 
and the front and rear waist regions 20, 22 as the elastic 
members 11, 12, 13 contract themselves, respectively. 
[0018] As will be apparent from Fig. 2, the diaper 1 is 
folded along a folding zone 14 extending across the 
crotch region 21 in the transverse direction so that the 
outer surface of the topsheet 2 (i.e., the inner surface of 
the diaper 1) comes in contact with itself. The folding 
zone 14 is formed at a position appropriately displaced 
toward the front waist region 20. With the diaper 1 folded 
along such folding zone 14, the front peripheral edge 
portion 9a of the waist-opening 7 defined by the front 
waist region 20 lies at a position longitudinally lowerthan 
that of the rear peripheral edge portion 9b of the waist- 
opening 7 defined by the rear waist region 22. 
[0019] With the diaper 1 having the front and rear pe- 



ripheral edge portions 9a, 9b of the waist-opening 7 lying 
at different positions, the rear peripheral edge portion 
9b can be easily held by the fingers without trouble in 
inserting the thumbs of both hands into the space be- 
tween the front and rear peripheral edge portions 9a, 
9b. The waist-opening 7 is slightly widened and the front 
peripheral edge portion 9a is spaced from the rear pe- 
ripheral edge portion 9b as the rear peripheral edge por- 
tion 9b is held by the fingers. Consequently, the front 
peripheral edge portion 9a can be easily held by the fin- 
gers. Now both the front peripheral edge portion 9a and 
the rear peripheral edge portion 9b may be separately 
held by the fingers of both hands and pulled in opposite 
directions to space one from another to further widen 
the waist-opening 7 of the diaper 1 in a folded up state. 
[0020] Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the diaper 
1 of Fig. 2 as having been further folded up, Fig. 5 is a 
sectional view taken along a line B - B in Fig. 4 and Fig. 
6 is a perspective view showing a package 1 5 containing 
therein a plurality of the diapers 1 each shown in Fig. 4. 
The transversely opposite lateral regions 23 are tucked 
inwardly of the diaper 1 so that these lateral regions 23 
are disposed between the front and rear waist regions 
20, 22. THe rear peripheral edge portion 9b of the waist- 
opening 7 defined by the rear waist region 22 has its 
transversely middle section 9b v extending upward be- 
yond the front peripheral edge portion 9a of the waist- 
opening 7 defined by the front waist region 20. 
[0021] Tucking of the lateral regions 23 inwardly of the 
diaper 1 enables the diaper 1 to be made more compact 
in size than the diaper 1 in the state shown in Fig. 2. The 
middle section 9^ of the rear peripheral edge portion 
9b serves as a grip which may be held by the fingers to 
hold the rear peripheral edge portion 9b without the trou- 
blesome operation of inserting thethumbs of both hands 
into the space between the front and rear peripheral 
edge portions 9a, 9b. For this diaper 1 , the front periph- 
eral edge portion 9a may be held by the fingers after the 
middle section 9b 1 of the rear peripheral edge portion 
9b has been held. 

[0022] As seen in Fig. 6, a plurality of the diaper 1 may 
be packed in the package 1 5 with one diaper closely 
placed one another. The middle sections 9b! of the re- 
spective rear peripheral edge portions 9b extend up- 
ward beyond the front peripheral edge portions 9a so 
that the individual diaper 1 may be taken out from the 
package 15 merely by holding the middle section 9b t of 
the rear peripheral edge portion 9b. In this way, opera- 
tion of taking the diaper 1 out from the package 15 is 
facilitated. 

[0023] While the folding zone 1 4 illustrated in the ac- 
companied fingers extending across the crotch region 
21 in the transverse direction is provided at the position 
displaced toward the front waist region 20, it is also pos- 
sible to provide the folding zone 14 at the position dis- 
placed toward the rear waist region 22. With the diaper 
1 having the folding zone 14 formed at the position dis- 
placed toward the rear waist region 22, the rear periph- 
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FIG.3 
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(54) Disposable pull-on wearing article 

(57) A disposable pull-on wearing article 1 folded 
along afolding zone 14 extending across acrotch region 
21 in a transverse direction so that the inner surface of 
the article 1 comes in contact with itself. The folding 
zone 14 is formed at a position displaced toward a front 



waist region 20 so that a front peripheral edge portion 
9a of a waist-opening 7 defined by the front waist region 
20 lies at a longitudinally lower position than that of a 
rear peripheral edge portion 9b of the waist-opening 7 
* defined by a rear waist region 22. 
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